UNIFIED CALL TO CONFRONT FAMINE IN GAZA: LAUNCH THE
DIPLOMATIC HUMANITARIAN CONVOY NOW

12th May 2025

Palestinian civil society, joined by humanitarian and human rights organisations worldwide,
issues this urgent and unified call: The manufactured famine in Gaza must be halted. The
international community must act decisively, immediately, and with full moral and legal
responsibility.

We are witnessing, in real time, the deliberate starvation of a civilian population as a method
of warfare. Over two million Palestinians in Gaza are living in famine. Since 2 March 2025,
Israel has blocked all humanitarian supplies and life-saving assistance - constituting the longest
total siege Gaza has ever experienced. UNICEF and OCHA have sounded the alarm: in Gaza,
farmland has been destroyed, fishing waters are off-limits, bakeries and community kitchens
are shutting down, food has run out, and people are fighting over water amid relentless
bombardment. Children are ‘“going to bed starving.” 92% of children under two and
breastfeeding mothers are not receiving adequate nutrition. Hospitals have run out of blood,
and those burned in explosions are left with no water to save them.

UNRWA and the World Food Programme have exhausted their reserves, while Israel moves
to dismantle the existing UN-run aid distribution system. On 11 April 2025, the Palestinian
NGO Network declared that Gaza had entered an advanced stage of famine. This was followed
by an official declaration from the State of Palestine designating the Gaza Strip as a famine zone
and calling for urgent international intervention, including under Article 99 of the UN Charter.
Deaths from famine are already occurring and are expected to rise sharply if conditions
persist. According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), the entire
population of Gaza is experiencing acute food insecurity, with half a million people facing
starvation. There is a high risk that famine (IPC Phase 5 — Catastrophe) will soon materialise,
making immediate action imperative.

Despite this catastrophic reality, over 3,000 aid trucks and 116,000 metric tonnes of food are
ready and waiting to enter Gaza — obstructed solely by Israel. This is being done in open
defiance of the core principles of international law, as reiterated in binding legal orders,
including the International Court of Justice’s provisional measures in South Africa v. Israel -
orders that remain ignored and unfulfilled over a year later.

The UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres has said:

“Aid is non-negotiable.... The entry of assistance must be restored immediately.... There must
be no hindrance in humanitarian aid.. This is not a time for ritualistically expressing support,
ticking a box, and moving on.”

On 29 April 2025, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk warned of the total collapse of
life-saving support, stating that:

“Third States have clear obligations under international law to ensure that such conduct stops
immediately, and they must act accordingly.”


https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-catherine-russell-situation-children-gaza-strip
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-humanitarian-country-team-occupied-palestinian-territory-principled-aid-delivery-gaza
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/04/1162696
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/05/1162851?utm_source=UN+News+-+Newsletter&utm_campaign=7f736911c2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_05_03_12_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fdbf1af606-7f736911c2-108178718
https://www.unrwa.org/resources/reports/unrwa-situation-report-168-situation-gaza-strip-and-west-bank-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-runs-out-food-stocks-gaza-border-crossings-remain-closed?_ga=2.214627934.893936614.1746210007-990157183.1746210007
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-humanitarian-country-team-occupied-palestinian-territory-principled-aid-delivery-gaza
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/statement-humanitarian-country-team-occupied-palestinian-territory-principled-aid-delivery-gaza
https://en.pngoportal.org/post/3855/Urgent-Appeal-from-the-Palestinian-Non-Governmental-Organizations-Network-PNGO-Stop-the-famine-Stop-the-genocide-in-the-Gaza-Strip
https://pmo.pna.ps/en/Article/5725
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Malnutrition_Apr_Sept2025_Special_Snapshot.pdf
https://x.com/UNRWA/status/1917126719863197887
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-04-29/secretary-generals-remarks-the-security-council-the-middle-east-delivered-scroll-down-for-all-english-and-all-french?_gl=1*1ypsatv*_ga*MjI1MjE5MS4xNjgwNzAzOTcz*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTc0NjA4OTc5MC4yNDQuMS4xNzQ2MDkwNjI5LjAuMC4w*_ga_SCSJZ3XC0L*MTc0NjA4OTc5MC40LjEuMTc0NjA5MDYyOS4wLjAuMA..*_ga_S5EKZKSB78*MTc0NjA5MDMzNC4xNDYuMS4xNzQ2MDkwNjI2LjUwLjAuMA..
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/04/turk-calls-world-prevent-total-humanitarian-catastrophe-gaza

We therefore call for the immediate organisation and deployment of a Diplomatic
Humanitarian Convoy to Gaza through the Rafah Crossing.

We urge states to join the humanitarian convoy by dispatching official diplomatic missions
-at the highest possible level- to accompany the aid trucks already waiting at the Rafah
Crossing, and to enter Gaza alongside them. This is an act of legal obligation, moral courage,
and human solidarity. To that end, we demand the following:

1. We call on all states to publicly commit to joining the humanitarian convoy by dispatching
official diplomatic missions to accompany the aid trucks into Gaza via the Rafah Crossing. A
specific departure date will be announced soon. States must also reject the weaponisation of
aid and Israel’s planned distribution mechanisms, which militarise relief efforts and bypass
UN agencies and humanitarian actors.

2. We urge all states to coordinate with the United Nations and the Government of Egypt to
facilitate the convoy’s entry and ensure the immediate, unhindered, and safe passage of
humanitarian aid, medical teams, and relief workers.

3. While some governments complicit in the ongoing atrocities may choose not to participate,
we call on individual diplomats, parliamentarians, and ministers from those countries to
join the convoy in their personal capacities.

4. We urge international media outlets to accompany the convoy - to bear witness, to
document the famine, and to expose the blockade starving Gaza.

5. We call on global civil society, including NGOs, trade unions, student groups, political
parties, and solidarity networks, to mobilise immediately - to pressure governments to support
the convoy and provide material, political, and public support.

6. We call on the United Nations to immediately declare Gaza a famine zone based on the
verified data, and to support this unified call by actively facilitating, endorsing, and joining
the Diplomatic Humanitarian Convoy.

This is a human imperative. A Diplomatic Humanitarian Convoy would mark a historic step
to break the siege, end the starvation, and affirm the world’s rejection of hunger as a
weapon of war.

This call is grounded in international law, shared morality, Genocide Convention, the ICJ’s
provisional measures, the UN Charter, and countless resolutions from the UN, OIC, Arab
League, and the European and African Unions.

Inaction will lead to mass death by starvation, enable further grave illegalities, and undermine
the international legal system. We are calling on you today to:

Let Gaza Live. End the Starvation. End the Siege. Open the Crossings.

Launch the Diplomatic Humanitarian Convoy - NOW



